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Ai ^ucmr9 wc caSt o grteJ Atout (hatFjf to aid w€ hop9 our 

tfuv th^oty to proctict Oftoi Owugh, w€ do not enokigh tom h^pmg 
oor ^D^tdmA uAA thotr own boot tt ar^ tkut that thoory 

to ptocti^ Qjfwtt} caroiocnon gn bfo^an Ont of th£ ongtmg cttBignfnoiti 
for oat podoat€ pfOfTton ot foodptg rt^am so^ontB s> writ anJ dttn 
Vise of^Twwnte that biowyphilotophy T^nw)ontyofoaro0ddo)t£ojt 
clMBTVotnt^^AeTtat&^PftKthtoHth gn^iot^ MtftJ loach a nanay 
of sf0 } oct st^luo7ngalocofnaAnganJufnto}g Hovevtt, agrDwoignwnbtt 
ofetHdenlt wofimg wft dMi^ptnf m^dert ert th£ cotl^ tori at wttmg 
oarjngran As th^ do^ th^ bnnf thorn diffmrJ ^laSengto^^uiU 
lengttf^ ctoM ar^Jbt uooBwe worb to wutte cfi£ camaihon f^avant to tho 
Afftmthtgf^ytnMfTHCtwmJrio^ofoarcwukdatt T^fbOowoigbtetoq/ 
pMotophy ot£ftjphft£s tht^Jion^ wc mit oB CAb os wt rnttvofrom ttotng 
oanA^ 0 £ tooAm to tsochor-toat^T^ avi rzvotd tho neattay rzft^non 
Tsqand to tndy cHa\df oa &^ory to^tgbtnt oarprocncc 

QiAgms atBachftrwfiDthinb aod acts 
aa 1 / tba u the tounx ot\ficw\tdtc Tb oae a fawintar phnae^ ahe u a 
koDwei Tlua caacber'a atronfcat lotaHicaoct is linprimr anA ^ho uaas 
ebs as her domicaiit tsashing laanung SI 7 IC. ImagiAS how much 
nctAook paper aod pendls ter atpdants use oi>ts 8 and how the 

claamom ducuawn Is ofjaniacd, contn^cd^ at hI leachar^utBTcd 
Tliis xcochtts phUoaopb; of nru^ laming la taxjwn as the 

aanafflittarcftaicvladgt loodoL ^Id a sotaphoncalasnas, xho 
Jooka over aD lha know^edgo orarTthing takes scads of it 
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ID scbooi, vboTC It wiUbe diueminatod^ (SprmthftO, S|viDlhiI], & Qt&, 
1MB, p U3) Pmre (2000) do$cnbc0 ttau ta^duDi (hDbtnkiiit 

cflDczptofdducatum, *Educjticn (haabecoiDcauAccoFdflpoctiing, m 
which lh£ radoDls arc ths depoaitDcus tbo h the dopoah 

1DC bistsad of ccfonuiDicraDg, the teacher iv m#j ccmmQoiquda ai>d 
makea depccls whkh the atudcDte padraUf recetvi, mcxncrczc, ai>d 
repeat^ (p 71\ 

Ihn^fMXfine Bvotutioff Tlnoaids a MiToacpAji cf 
focTuiiatcly fer atudenis at hI mj philcaoid^ oF teaching and 

InaiTung baa evotred Into a mcjc psnidpatJTe appoacb, and I can no 
loDfcr separate my lAOoaopby of from my philoaopl^ of lit^ 

cra^ Thu cw]1d don boganahordy aft or I became chair of tbo Eduesum 
Pi^paftmrnrflTid Mjar^mig fyn^p Some of die depan- 

moDt facolcy won ared cf (eachmf ccujae, which is deatfoed fiv 
inrftming froahmoQ who do &ot QiMt (hc iQuumiuu aoore on the Kelson 
Denny Iteading Ifcst who need xemediation with comprehenaion 
skills and vocataDlaiy derelopmont How diScoh a ccune conld 
be Id teach/ Besides^ I always exceOed m even m alamontsiy 

achcM], and vocabolsiy wnoldbe easy to teaclv too 

My hiw cotme went ahifhL (t was a claa at hI omnD my sr\^ 
dens did Ws read lots of ^ort stones (chat I selected), my 
stDdeoB took Tccsbolaiy qoizses each week 1 lectured on the aspects 
of |ood readets^beJoce, dujiDt at hI after nadmg^and my smdents 
tD(Az>otts 

the aemeaters condoued, 1 began (d aee that was not 

WDiUng with psitieular group of scodonts, yec^ I ccDtimed with 

the Difisminer of taicwledge model of teaching My whita^ middle-class 
values wece bemg violatsd on a daily base. ( heard chaos sod charter 
AS nsf stDdeots tinmnTfH the aangnment^ Also, my students ftiuAd 
the short atones irr^vaoc and boring. Mow conld this be^ They were 
rcadiog aoch great authcas as Arthur Conan Doyle, Eudon Wel^, Jack 
liindso, and Agatha Qulstie. What was wtoo| with these students? It 
was wlttam this rrm^rt ihat my philosophy of liteiacy be|an to srolva 
This evolution involves cniunung, and unleantiog oo a cagular 

basis, as nsf pbsloaophy of literacy develops. 

1 Am to admit throughcot my teachiog I hare 

jmiA Up AajMtt to one of the basm prtnoplea of tsachif^. An d this u to 
start where the learner is An d take into accoont his or her background 
Acoording Id Delpit (1M5)^ ^Vfe cany woiids m our heads, and chose 
worlds aie deodedly diffimnc We educstoes sac oot to teach bof how 
^Ti we teach the world of otheia whan we dont eren know they cost* 




(p Mj Aj 9 (£jk Tsqulred debidns 1x7 mdd lh£ wxDcid of fuy 
ra&ira Tlio m^rlcj of my studontj 3n Afiicaii Amorlcaii^ mootly 
mjav adoleocora^ Athlotes^ and bfn^enetraoii ooHaio radonm 1 also 
have a let of mtarnatiofial mdonls, both male fem£]& All of isy 
raidaota are lilarate^ and 1 oftan wonder how they were cau^u id read 
jTiri whsc il WBi m their claacDonu aa alomeotafy^ aod 

school amdtnta. The niAjon^ of my atndonis are aliterale> m^atmiy 
they taiD V bcjw id readboc have ctaoseD not to read or read jus onou{h 
ID |s( h; Why did they become ataterete? Vfhat ftetore ccDtnbutad to 
thk/ Pait erf my Job u to do catch up work with ai>d (d oeato a 
love br readme 

The drvQoi^Qfmy Wudonis haa helped me the moat mtsTina of aha^ 
mt idulosopby of htoo^ In one of my cooisce^ 1 was a minonty m 

my own daanDom fcr the 6ret when ( taught African American 

stDdeotL Uy radora^ oral tndrtion was very evident bum the bopi^ 
nin^ PiDm my wbite^ TmAfi^ jaK peispecti?e, an I heaid was 

aod irrelevant comments. Tbis was a leaeon b learn, boi 

what my stndenta tau^it me was they were processing die urfennebon 
When I stood back and really hatened and obacived at a deeper ievd, I 
realized the oral txsdiocn was part ofhow diey piDceased mbrma* 
tioiL Also, I realised that tbelr comments were beu^ shaped by 
cihac As a result, I began to embrace one of Delpifs (IMSj prinoples 
that as educatoo ^ve muat leam (d be vulnerable encD|h (d aHo?r oor 
world to tnre upade down in cider to allow the reahoea of odiere to 
edge themaelvea mto our ccnacoonaneae^ (P 47 ) 

I now believe that iesnunf happana best when I nae a vanely of 
teaching methods matead of relying on leccanng aod die teacher<efr 
tend approach I am not a finnt of knowledge^ an d my students are 
not depocTtonea waiting Id be by me. I have shifted from a 
knower (d a teacher-tearner I agree with Pontman (2000) that ^bemg 
able tn bsten^ ({ueaQoo, ssplore, an d discover are more important than 
having aH die right anaweta* (P 2p If one comes into my classroom tt^ 
day, one wcnld hear me thinking alcnd Id my srudenta: ^sre u where 
1 became confused m die sturybecanse 1 wasn't snie why chancter 

was placed m the stocy.* My sendents love to bear I, too, be 
cenfrisedt and it helps them sort ont the story as veQ 

I began to see the importance f^wriai amfitig 

I now believe that atndenis need on a daily basis^ to ei« 

preae their ideas thoughts to each other (N^gota^ wnuJd be pnnd) 
As I looeened the reou of cocdnrf aod encour^cd soda] mtcTicnoTi^ I was 
amazed at bow much n^ atndenis were unpactmg 6 aeh other^stbou^it 
processes. Research rapports die use of mtscictjon coHabci^ 
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tion tn (he clattrooizL One of >pplicaooaa of lAamiTig 

la theuae onitentm cooToiattoiia: ^LnsciRuccciimrBatioiu^wtiore 
anulants oik (ogethor in aniaD, dol^€\mifiiii( groups hsten a<aivtlf and 
reapoedoOy Id oaoh othe^ derelop oovr at hI unccrer 

l^ocY of memng^tfo a m^jor shift from the teacher m control dcniig 
most erf (ho talking and setong (bo agemia and outcome fin disciuwn^ 
(p 176) 1 am litaranui ccnvtrsaticns in my colloge roadmg 
claaiDCDZv and it is a work m piDcroas^ as ( help mj srudaots derelop 
the aklQa oFactm Uateuni and (ho tart 

I belle 7C (hat leanimg happens best wheo studenta can relate 
clamuom erperioDces to real-^yorid sppbcaocnsi ortn idoii 
poftandy, m (bor own Uvee I xt is unponanc that students are 
fjTAf4 m j>n i4iAnfir awH tftftTTTinp CthllWISei SS 

Whitehead (19tt) nates, knowledge becomca tnait or mootaDy inatsive. 
^Theoretical ideas should slways fiod important appheations wnhlB the 
popil's curriculQin* (p 5) 

Even the m^ortiy of o^ students are African American malea^ 

I alaoha?e Ismales sn d oialea of other edmidaea In order (s embrace 
dimiuy and hare meanmgfii] terta fr r aD of my studenta^ srudanta are 
selAacJtctmg the booka they want tc read As Wink (3005) many 
other educators hare fcood^ choico mactaia, and it la a w^ of havliig 
stDdeots taka cooid of their own lining This aamaotei; one of (he 
vncabolarywocds waa ^acoci,* which means twenty I asked the students 
tf they TemambQfnd the speech that began with *R3uiscort sersn 

years ago * Many of anH aon^cdiatoly one of my scudeota 

rhmn^pA his voico and pmleodcd to be wiaVn^ A speedL One of my 
itDdeota ishL *^Wh7 don't we do speechea in here^ I was elated, bus ( 
nat lapsed Uito Goonol mode and wanted to assign the sp eec hes to 
be rcaetfuhed and mad in class \ remembered my jdiiloeopl^ 

ofttaiucy and qoickly asked, don't you pi^ one that yon are in^ 
tecusted In?^ I was At their choicea Tjbw^ m aome ezami^s 

(s p speech by Eo6 Annan after recemog the Kobel Peace Piue in 2001^ 
(bj biMT Gm in by Winston ChurclnlL Cf) I Hovs s Dfson by Martin 
LotborKint (djCstq^sbwg AdfreastayAbmhamLmcola,(e) The&dZot 
or chefrun 0 byMslcMmX,aAd(QAJ]^(ie(mMsbylbpac This list, ^ 
well aa the ^pce of books select^ is reBcctxre of my students' worlds 
andbackgrunoda Selfeslection is a way m honor them and foster (he 
lore for madini and leaming 

One behef hasn^c changed is the belief thet aB students must be 
vslnapd anH respected I believe m developing roladonalups with my 
students gcnini to know them, (bebeve m the Hippoostic Oath, 
Do No HsTTfT Kespect for atndents ctietmg a safe and predictable 
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Icareing enfirofuiicot uz cnticaJ^ as noted by Camboujod (lfl£4), 
M^cbcwsoQ (1M4), And tounblatt [1 07B). The afltectivo duDOOMn on 
ocptbtnufui&Bsd^sptoiDy ci^xdingbtQfncy b^mdnnteAomscuDeo 
sCQffibln over words And vroAhafd to pnmcaDco wofds coaicdy, bol 
thoy taicw ch£t (bey arc ssfb m my clasAroom As notsd by Msthewson 
(1M4), ttafi afbcti^ isAues such as s sodents fcelio(s sbexu nadoig, 
fOclif^ sboQC hm-or hsnelf interest IsveU^ ai>d geAsral smotinnAl 
states wiQ detenmne wbsebet oi nntthe sendent raabee the deonontn 
engage m tbo reading process 

In ccncln&nn, my iduJosopl^ of Iftsracy is awnik m progma^ I 

jam rnnfiAA nt thpt if^nn trk I haTQ had tO leSfn nOWWajS 

cftcMhiLH nnleam metliodAChat I (bcugbtwereeSecti^ aodczaimos 
my prenoasbebe6^out teaching. I am not dis bunt cftaiowiedg^ I 
have nerer been one, and nnv 1 don^ want Id be on^ even if I conld 
My stoderUs are my tsacheia. ( would be TomiBe if I did not provide 
oedit m my godoete program 1 am leaning sbont litDacy in ways 1 
have never learned belbco I an a teacher of leading rsgardlea of the 
conont area I am firat and tbcemdsi a teacher of reading. 
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